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THE WEST 


G-LINE ON 
TRACK FOR 
TESTING 


The train to the 
western suburbs of 
Denver undergoes its 
first full day of testing 
on Tuesday as 
residents in Arvada 
and Wheat Ridge 
cheer the project’s 
progress. »2A 


BUSINESS 


MARKETING 
TECH FIRM 
FINDS HQ2 


Marketo, with 
headquarters in 
Silicon Valley, 
expands rapidly in 
downtown Denver 
and plans to more than 
double its staff to 500 
people. »8A 


NATION 
& WORLD 


SEN. HATCH 
WILL RETIRE 


The longest-serving 
Senate Republican, 
Utah’s Orrin Hatch, 
will retire at the end of 
the year, paving the 
way for Mitt Romney, 
acritic of President 
Donald Trump’s. »12A 


Trump tweets. The 
president urges the 
Justice Department to 
act on ex-FBI chief and 
ex-Clinton aide. »11A 


State wants police 
to try new tactics 


Samantha Rabins, who works at Mental Health Center of Denver, prepares to roll out witha 
District 5 police officer on Dec. 21. AAron Ontiveroz, The Denver Post 


By Christopher N. Osher The Denver Post 


Colorado is pushing for new approaches on how police officers 
handle cases involving mental illness and drug addiction, 
encouraging them to steer low-level offenders toward treatment 
rather than jail and giving them assistance in dealing with 


potentially dangerous situations. 


In one tactic, mental health professionals ride 
with officers during 911 responses and some rou- 
tine patrols. In another, local communities place 
case managers into high-crime areas to help po- 
lice keep drug users, prostitutes and other of- 
fenders out of the criminal justice system. 

Several law enforcement agencies in Colorado 
already are using these strategies. The Colorado 
Department of Human Services is pushing fur- 
ther, planning to distribute $16 million over the 
next three years to support such efforts. The 
state will award $5.3 million this month. As many 
as 12 police departments could use the money to 
emphasize treatment over incarceration. 

“For Colorado, this is a brand-new way of think- 
ing,” said Jagruti Shah, director of criminal justice 
services for the human services department. 
“What you currently are seeing with a lot of these 


individuals with behavioral health issues is they 
keep circling. You have law enforcement ad- 
dressing mental health and substance-use issues 

as opposed to patrolling and stopping crime.” 
Similar initiatives in Los Angeles and Seattle 
have drawn praise from criminologists and treat- 
ment providers. In some instances, the new phi- 
losophy could result in drug offenders learning to 
use clean needles as opposed to continuing to 
share dirty needles that can cause infections and 
spread diseases. In other instances, those more 
receptive to intervention could be steered toward 
job training, new housing, and treatment for 
schizophrenia, depression and anxiety disorders. 
Co-responders, or behavioral health clini- 
cians, ride with police when they respond to 911 
calls and provide follow-up services when offi- 
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Leader 
blames 
outside 
actors 


By Nasser Karimi 
and Jon Gambrell 
The Associated Press 


TEHRAN, IRAN» Breaking his si- 
lence over nationwide protests 
that included calls for his ouster, 
Iran’s supreme leader on Tuesday 
blamed the demonstrations on 
“enemies of Iran,” saying they 
were meddling in its internal af- 
fairs. 

The remarks by Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei on the demonstrations 
— the largest in Iran since its dis- 
puted 2009 presidential election 
— came after a bloody night that 
saw protesters try to storm a po- 
lice station and the first deaths 
among its security forces. The un- 
rest has killed at least 21 people in 
six days. 

The protests began Dec. 28 in 
Mashhad over the weak economy 
and a jump in food prices. They 
have since expanded to cities and 
towns in nearly every province. 
Hundreds have been arrested, and 
a prominent judge warned that 
some could face the death penal- 
ty. 

Speaking to black-chador-clad 
women who were relatives of vet- 
erans and war dead, the 78-year- 
old Khamenei warned of an ene- 
my “waiting for an opportunity, 
for a crack through which it can 
infiltrate.” 

“Look at the recent days’ inci- 
dents,” he said. “All those who are 
at odds with the Islamic Republic 
have utilized various means, in- 
cluding money, weapons, politics 
and (the) intelligence apparatus 
to create problems for the Islamic 
system, the Islamic Republic and 
the Islamic Revolution.” 

Khamenei avoided identifying 
any foreign countries, although 
he promised to elaborate in the 
coming days. Undoubtedly high 
on his list is the U.S., where Presi- 
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AMBUSH SHOOTING IN DOUGLAS COUNTY 


Gunman fled VA hospital in 14 while held for psychotic episode 


By Mark K. Matthews, 
Kirk Mitchell and Jesse Paul 
The Denver Post 


The gunman who Sunday killed 
a Douglas County sheriffs depu- 
ty had escaped from a veterans 
mental health ward in 2014 during 
a multiweek stay for a psychotic 
episode, according to new report 
provided to Congress by the U.S. 


Department of Veterans Affairs. 

The one-page document, ob- 
tained by The Denver Post on 
Tuesday, does not detail the na- 
ture of the psychotic episode or 
how Matthew Riehl escaped from 
the veterans facility in Wyoming 
and was apprehended. 

But it does show a pattern of 
mental illness that began to 
plague Riehl, an Iraq war veteran 


and lawyer, as recently as April 
2014. That month he was hospital- 
ized at a VA facility in Sheridan, 
Wyo., and admitted to another 
veterans center in Rawlins. 
“Office of Security and Law En- 
forcement reports that during the 
inpatient stay in April 2014, the 
Veteran escaped/eloped from the 
Mental Health Ward, was located 
and brought back, and placed ona 


72 hour mental health hold,” not- 
ed the report. It was not immedi- 
ately clear from which VA facility 
Riehl escaped. 

After that episode, Riehl had an 
“urgent contact for Mental 
Health” on July 22, 2015, and an- 
other “mental health assessment” 
on Aug. 26, 2015. 

He skipped a Nov. 3, 2015, ap- 
pointment and was called in Au- 


gust 2016 to “reschedule an inter- 
nal medicine clinic” — but he de- 

clined, according to the report. 
Riehl graduated with a law de- 
gree from the University of Wyo- 
ming in 2010 and joined a law 
firm. He opened his own practice 
four years later, but by October 
2016, he had withdrawn his mem- 
bership in the Wyoming State Bar. 
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